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Investigators heat up 3(-year-old cold case

==,

Brad Baker’s Dec. 31, 1980
murder draws scrutiny

By Sreve CaMPiELL
Timnes: Densooran Stadl Writer

O v snowy Mew Yeor's Eve
30 vesrs ago, bwo gunmen
entered Brad Baker's house in
Thar Plains and killed him,

Baker, 31, the manager of
Kinlech Farm, died at 2:15 pon.,
Jin, 1, froan & gunshot wound Lo
the hesd and another te the
groin.

The Dec. 31, 1980, murder
remarims vnsolved, bt
imvestigators with the
Faugujer Coumty
Sherfl™s CH e belove
they have enough ovi-
dence b soon begin
moving the case to
trial,

Thar emse atbracted

pulled into Baker's snow-cov-
ered driveway, walled onto the
porch and saw the front door
open, Entering the living mam,
shar meticed broken glass on the
Mawar,

She  ealled

Receiving  mao

Baker.
she

for
ATISWIET,

walked acrass o the bedmam,
whare she found the ferm man-
aper laying on his beck, gasping
Far

breath with a  gunshaot
woind Lo thae haead.
Panicked, Davies
drove back to the
Shurbergs’. She and
T, Shurberg meturmmed
to Bakers, called the
resseiwe squad, and the
mdarbal ly wiatmched
man was flown to

the  attention  of Washington Hospital
national media. An P Centar, where he died
extended 18484 == the following after-
Washingtonian Brad Baker TArsH,

M gazine article, Initially, investiga-
“Bleod and Memey i the Hunt  tors suspacted s revenge killing

Coumtry,” spoke of money, privi-
ligre amd a0 Tiled romanee. The
piece hinted at jilted lovers and
hired Killers,
Reality, however, may tum
ok L bae e less S
“The Washinglonian had a
fascmatimg arbick:, made for a
prod  slory”  said  James
Hartman, Crminal  Investi-
tion [hvision lieutenant at
Foauguier County Sheriff's
Offica. "]?l.l(:t it wasn't arywhere
closa to what happened,”

=now, broken

glass, blood

Snow fell all afternoon and
inte the evening on New Year's
Eve 198k, Baker made plans to

0 ajp:lrtﬁ' thet night with a
emale friend, Dir, Linda Davies.
She called Baker's home, locat-
ed just outside the security

rimeter of the well-gua
inloch Farm, at sbout 7:30
m. o tell him she would pick
im up arsund 9 pom, She called
from the nearby home of Dr.
Jomathan Shurberg, where she

was helping with party prepara-
tioms,
Shortly after 9, Davies

‘Brsakd nr}::e m"i-:ladnmi-rﬁ hn'-;;
it lonks like a grodge killi
somme kind,” said EhariiTLt?ﬁuar
Cox in a 1981 Fanguier
Democrat article, “Its the kind
of thing & jeslous husband
might do.”

By 1983, sttention turmed to
g more bizarre theory, that
Baker had besn murderad by
professional killers, and the
shot to the groin was & red her-
ring meant to muddy the inves-
tigation. In mnother stram
tumn, investigators sought the
help of & peychic,

Investigation
renewed

Robert Wilcox, a major in
the Bheriff’s Office, said when
Sheriffl Charlie Ray Fox came
phoard in 2004, he assembled a
team of investigators in the
Criminal Investigation Dhivision
to re-exam evidence in sev-
eral eold cases, including the
Baker killing

The team reviewed dozens of
imtarviews inftially conducted in
the case three decades ago
“This iz & case that we have
devoted hundreds and hundrads

Pheta by Adarn Bakar

LOOKING FOR CLUES: Detective Todd Durica of the
Fauguier County Sheriff's Office warks through the hundreds of
files, evidence and interviews gathered by investigators in the
Brad Baker murder over the past three decades.

of hours o, We aven devobed
several detectives full time”
Wileox said.

Inwvestigators again gues-
tioned witnesses and other per-
song of interest based on their
original statementa. Using mew
interview technigues, investiga-
tors  walked their subjects
through the events of Dee. 31,
1880, hoping to spark seme new
memory or recollection over-
leoked or not thought important
30 vears ago.

“IF you go back to all the arti-
cles, them wene a lot of theories
thrown out Chere,” Wileox said.
‘“ﬁl'“ I'IH\'I.'! our 1.|'|1!'|:IF_'|', Hﬁd “.1!':-11‘:
workimg towiard proving that,”

They came to the case with

Frash eyes, lething the interviews
and evidenee provide the basis
for & new theory of what hagp-
[.urrur-cl that ST Winbor m ht.

Though cloged- arl
the motive for the killing, Wileox
believes theme s enough evi-
dence to establish  probable
cauze. "We have some very good
suspects, We fee] we have a
pretty strong case that will one
daw lead to an arrest,” he said.

Hartman said, “We've spo-
ken b the suspects, and they
know that we're atill working on
this, I wouldn't be surprised if
thay didn't ey to keep abmast of
these stories.”™

Five shots fired

Frauguier County Detecbive
Todd Durica mapped out a
chromolagy of whal investiga-

Phesd couresy Fauquier Sounty Shanll's Ollice
MURDER SCEMNE: Brad Baker was killed 30 years ago in this
two-story farmhouse that was located on Kinlock Farm in The
Plains. The house has since been torn down.

tors think happenad prior to
Diavies' arrival.

Baker had just finished tak-
ing a shower when the
aagailants amashed the front
door  window  panes,  letting
themealves into the two-story
farm house. A startled Baker
wearing a sweatzhint and under-
wear, geabbead his 20-gange shot-
g and entered the lHving mam.

The first intreder fired & sin-
gle-barrel 20-gauge shotgon,
miizsing Baker and hitting the
door jamb behind him. Baler
gt off one blast in the opposite
direction before a second shot
hit ki on the right side of the
head, knocking him baclwand
inito the hed oo,

The killer then fired a aee-
aend round inte the groin of rmore-
tally wounded Baker. Another
aasailant fired two ronnds from
a .38 ealiber handgun, One bal-
let ricocheted off the floor and
became hdged in the ceiling, the
ather in the wall.

“He had just gt out of the
shower, grabe the sholgun, con-
fromts thern s they're coming
through the door” Duriea said.
“Moast  evervihing  happened
right st the doarway for what he
used s o bedmoem.”

The detective says Uhe sec.
and assailant fred from outside
the doorway, having never
entered the living romm. Both
Lok ofl, keaving no tracks or fin-
Herprints

Making cold cases

Warm again

According to David Coedle,

chief investigator with the Anne
Arundel County, Md., State's

Abtormey Offiee, memories duall
with tinse, but people often recall
long-forgotten  details. "Onee
we've pigued thelr curiosity, peo-
ple will start remembering
thing= a eouple of days later™

“All of a sudden, one little
recollection that wasn't inpor-
tant back then could be impoe
tant now” eald Cordle, who iz
one of the founders of the DMid-
Atlantic Cold Case Hoomicide
Investigators Association.

He followed a tip about a
man involved in a long-cold
1968 case. He tracked him down
two vears later, "When 1 finally
fomrrnd Juirng, bee looked at me and
goes, Twe been waiting for
somenns ke you o oome knock
o my door,™ he aaid.

Relationshipa change.
Couples divores. People becoms
rernoraeful. In the Baker cass,
two people have lived with the
mirder on their conscience for
half a lifetine.

“Theere's always the thought
that ther's sommebody out theme
l:'i'I'II:I '|'||:.~:n"r. Lk b p R I'::rrw::rﬂ, wh:‘
alter 30 years will mead this and
sy, T omy Gad, thev're still
laoking nto this,"™ Hartman
s,

Investigators say they're
confident they know why Baker
was killed and by whorm, They
siny Ly hivwe probable cause for
an arrest, but they're not ready
to try proving the case beyond a
reasonable dowbt o s jury

“Tr  case like this, you only
got one shob. s either now or
never, and we're md ot thiel
point just yet," Hartman said.

Elrmadl fhe reporter; soamp
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