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State police are urging
motorists and their passengers to
buckle up in the wake of an hor-
rific accident that resulted in mul-
tiple fatalities earlier this week. 

The Tuesday afternoon
wreck happened on Bealeton
Road in Bealeton.

According to Virginia State
Police Sgt. Les Tyler, a 1986
Crown Victoria was going south-
bound when the driver entered
a “sharp right-hand curve” and
lost control of the vehicle. The
sedan went off the left side of
the road and hit a tree, he said. 

The driver and two passen-
gers succumbed to their injuries
at the scene, Tyler said. Two
more passengers injured in the
crash were airlifted to INOVA
Fairfax Hospital. 

A preliminary investigation
conducted by Trooper T.C.
Willard and the agency’s acci-
dent reconstruction team deter-
mined speed was a factor in the
crash.  Police also found that no

one in the vehicle was wearing a
seat belt, Tyler said. 

“We would caution everyone
to wear seat belts and watch
their speed,” he said. 

Virginia has a secondary
seat belt law, meaning law
enforcement officers can issue
tickets to front-seat occupants
only if another violation has
been committed. Each offense is
punishable by a $25 fine. 

Whenever possible, state
police do selective enforcement
campaigns stressing the impor-
tance of seat-belt use, Tyler said. 

“It is one of our main [areas
of] focus,” said Tyler, who coordi-
nates the division’s crash recon-
struction team. “Seat belts save
lives.”

Over the years, Tyler said
he’s seen numerous accidents in
which people who haven’t been
wearing seat belts were serious-
ly hurt or died. He’s also seen
many cases in which people who
wore the devices walked away
from what could have been
catastrophic wrecks.

According to the National

Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, seat belts save
13,000 lives each year. From
2004 to 2008, seat belts saved
75,000 people. 

Tom Ferrell has been teach-
ing driver’s education at Liberty
High School for six years, and in
Fauquier County for 20. 

The instruction includes at
least 36 hours of classroom
activity and covers topics rang-
ing from how to get a driver’s
license to car maintenance, sub-
stance abuse and driving, and
road rage. The emphasis is on
defensive driving.

Ferrell will sometimes ask
for a “show of hands” to gauge
how many kids wear seat belts.

“By and large, most of the
kids say they wear seat belts, but
I’ve had comments like, ‘Well, if
I’m just going to go a few miles,
what’s the need,’” Ferrell said. 

“We try to emphasize that
most accidents occur within 25
miles of the home. It’s because
the students or the drivers are so
familiar with that routine that
they have a tendency to take

things for granted. We tell them
you always need to wear your
seat belt — always,” he said.

Ferrell also enlists experts,
including local law enforcement
officers, to speak to students.

“We always have a police
officer that comes in and talks to
them about the legality of
speeding, losing your license
and having to Saturday school,”
Ferrell said. “He brings in pic-
tures of accidents that happen
locally — accidents involving
students or former students
from Fauquier County, and he’ll
explain what happened.”

Ferrell doesn’t think  any of
the young people involved in the
Bealeton Road wreck took his
class, but said he is pretty sure
he knew all of them. 

“I feel so bad for the parents.
I can’t imagine what they are
going through,” he said. “You
just hope and pray that these
kinds of things won’t happen,
but inevitably they do. It’s a real
tragedy.”

Email the reporter: abog-
danovic@timespapers.com.
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Michael Dominic Montessi, 16,
of Midland, died here.

Two other passengers,
Devon Alexander Sterlitz, 18, of
Bealeton, and Jacob Moore, 17,
of Bealeton were airlifted to
INOVA Fairfax Hospital. 

After school on Wednesday,
friends of the car-crash victims
made a pilgrimage to site of the
accident.

The students, ranging in age
from 15 to 18, arrive in clusters
of two or three, parking in a
nearby field and walking the
short distance down the scorch-
ing hot asphalt to the spot on a
sharp curve, where a yellow cau-
tion sign, partially obscured by
overgrown brush, warns of a 20
mph limit. 

The driver lost control on
the curve, hit the tree broadside.
Police say speed was a factor.

Slowly, a small crowd of
Liberty High School students
and a few parents gather —
staring in silence at the tree, a
good-sized one, possibly ash with
a 2-foot wide bare spot where the
impact knocked off the bark.

Hugs, tears, red faces, quiet
sobs, the students hold an
impromptu memorial service for
their departed friends.

“Dear Lord, Heavenly
Father, thank you for letting
some folks show up,” prayed
Frankie Tierney, 19, of Bealeton.

“Help Devon and everybody
get better. Sucks that you had to
take a life from us. They were
very, very much loved, and will
not be forgotten,” he said, voice
breaking.

“Please be with the family
and all the loved ones. In God’s
name, amen.” he said.

Girls weep. Boys quickly
blink away tears.

April Clark, standing in the
shade of the tree, shielded the
flame of a lighter from the warm
breeze as she lit white tapered
candles and passed them to the
students making a semicircle
around the makeshift shrine.

Together they stand in awk-
ward silence, holding their can-
dles. 

After a bit, Alex Bell, 18, and
Michael Blevins, 18, arrive with
a home-made wooden cross and
a can of white spray paint. The
students take turns covering
the cross with white enamel.

“We meant it to be for every-
body, that’s why we let every-
body paint it,” Bell said.

Bell and Blevins, joined by
Tierney, use rope to tie the cross
to the tree. They’ll come back
later to dig a hole and plant the
cross with cement.

April Clark called Montessi,
known as “Mikey” to friends, her
best friend. Her favorite memo-
ry? Giggling she said, “I don’t
think we can speak of that.”

“My favorite time was when
me, him and Devon and Caitlin
were all chillin’ and we had a
bonfire at his house,” she said.

“He was awesome, funny,
always smiling, and he’d just
say stupid stuff and make you
laugh,” she said.

The students heard about
the accident almost immediate-
ly after it happened. Tierney
had heard that “Mikey” was
killed.

“Everybody was saying this
kid Mikey died, but I didn’t
know it was my Mikey,” he said
of his best friend.

Several of the students live
in the Marsh Run trailer park
and sometimes get poked fun at
because of it. But they wear their
address as a badge of honor.

“Whenever we would do
something [in school], the teach-
ers would say it’s because y’all
are from the trailer park,”
Tierney said, causing April and

some of the others to start
laughing.

“It’s ‘because we’re from the
trailer park,’” she said, laughing.

Tiffani Lambert, 17, called
Calyssa Leigh Wickham, known
as Caly to friends, “an amazing
girl at heart. Montessi always
had a smile and could always
put a smile on your face.”

“To me, he was the class
clown, always running around,
always laughing, always having
a good time. He was just all
around a good person,” she said.

Lisa Needham, a school bus
driver who’s known the stu-
dents for most of their lives,
stood on the sidelines and
watched the memorial.

“My mother heard Caly sing
at church. She said you’d never
know it to look at her, because
Caly had piercings and colored
hair, but my mom said that
child sang and she had the voice
of an angel, so pure, so inno-
cent,” Needham said.

Mary Penna, mother of
April, said of the accident, “I
hope this was her wake up call
last night.”

“It’s a shame,” she said chok-
ing back tears, “little lives
taken.”

Tierney had his own brush
with death about a month ago
when he wrecked his girl
friend’s car doing 70 mph on
Remington Road.

“We got lucky and nobody
got hurt,” he said. “Better be
safe than sorry.”

Emerald Daigle, 16, said,
“as a teen, you never think this
going to be my friend. You
always think it’s going to be
someone else.”

“And, you know what?”
Needham said, “It shouldn’t be

any of y’all.”
“Because it happens every

year. All the children think, ‘I’m
invincible, that won’t happen to
me,’” she said. “It’s a horrible
situation.”

Kevin Mcmanus brought
his 15-year-old son, Evan, to
the scene of the accident as an
object lesson.

“He just started driving and
I’m just bringing him by to give

him a wake up call,” Mcmanus
said of the of the Liberty High
School freshman.

“I just took my 17-year-old
to the judge and he brought up
the Bull Run Mountain crash
in Haymarket,” Mcmanus said.
“It’s [auto accident] the leading
cause of death for people
between 15 and 19.”

Email the reporter: scamp-
bell@timespapers.com.

Fauquier Times-Democrat WeekendFriday, June 3, 2011A4 Countywide News Happenings

State police urge seatbelt use

for more information contact 
Pam Brooks at (540) 347-4770 or pbrooks@oakspringsofwarrenton.com

614 Hastings Lane, Warrenton, VA 20186
VA Licensed Nursing Home - Medicare and Medicaid Certified

Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
From our home…..to your home

Getting you there with confidence and independence.

24 hour onsite nursing care  |  Short term and long term care
In-patient rehabilitation services (Physical, Occupational, Speech)

Specialized Dementia/Alzheimer’s Unit  |  Social Services  |  Recreational Programs Nutritional/Dietary
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MEN’S  NIGHT OUT
A Celebration of Father’s Day & Men’s

Health Week, Thursday, June 16th 
from 5pm - 7pm

COMING SOON AT OAK SPRINGS OF
WARRENTON

Summer Blues Concert and BBQ with an
Elvis Impersonator - Saturday, June 25th

from 11am - 3pm

Dates and locations for this event may vary.

of Warrenton

www.cfcfarmhome.com

www.virginiastoragesolutions.com

MILITARY DISCOUNT
We give the Military a Discount to Store with Us!

Opal Mini
Storage
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New Baltimore
Mini Storage
(540) 341-7800

Locust Grove 
U-Stor-It 

RV & Boat Storage
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Marshall U-Stor-It
(540) 364-0205

Locations Near You
Montanus Self Storage

15440 Montanus Dr., Culpeper, VA
(540) 825-4760

24 Hour Access
24 Hour Video Security

Well-Lit
Paved Parking Area

All Ground Floor Units w/Roll Up Doors
200-6000 Cu. Ft. Units 

with 8' Ceilings
Full Time Maintenance

Household Goods & Furniture
Temperature Controlled Units* 

with Up To 10' Ceilings
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Military Discount
Flexible Leases

Long Term Discounts
Low Deposit

Reasonable Rates
Insurance Available

Quality Service
Clean Units

Boxing/Moving Supplies
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Piedmont Area 
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INTELLECT CULTURE VIRTUE FITNESS SERVICE

The bonds of 
friendship begin 
early at WCDS.

Come learn more 
about our classical
preschool through 
grade 12 college
preparatory day school.

All for one and one for all 
in the class of 2025...

Tours 
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