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Photos by Steve Campbell

JERSEY SHORE? As the temperature nears 100, dozens of families flock to the Kelly’ s Ford section of the Rappahannock River to cool of f, but the large crowds and the trash cause significant
‘resource degradation’ to the state-owned wildlife management area.

A river runs through it

Overuse threatens scenic
wildlife management area
BY STEVE CAMPBELL

Times-Democrat Staff Writer

Lee Sheirer casts a line
across the current, slowly reeling it back to shore.
Another cast leads to another slow reel-in. Sheirer stands in
the shin-deep water, tea-colored
from a week-ago rain. A small
white flotilla of disposable baby
diapers rolls by in the current.
“There must a been four or
five of ’em,” the Sumerduck fisherman said of the floaters.
Across the river , about a
quarter-mile upstream, just
beyond the Kelly’s Ford bridge, a
sandbar on the F
auquier
County side of the river resembles the Jersey shore.
About 100 people — moms ,
dads, children, toddlers and
teens — crowd the sand bar ,
some sitting in beac h chairs,
others on the reddish-brown
sand. A baby rec lines in a
stroller. Kids ca vort in the
stream.
In the middle of the river , a
couple of men waist-deep in the
water fish the opposite bank.
Squirt-gun battles rage , the

BY THE
NUMBERS

4,539
Acres encompassing
the C.F. Phelps Wildlife
Management Area

39
WMAs in the
Commonwealth of
Virginia

201,000
Acres set aside for
wildlife habitat
management in Virginia

19,437
Acres in five WMAs i
Fauquier, Culpeper,
Prince William, Madison
and Greene Counties

Families flock to the cool
waters of the Rappahannock
BY STEVE CAMPBELL

❛❛

favorite fishing holes.
“It’s a pain, because you
Oscar Chicas and 3-year-old used to be able to park at the
daughter Esperanza lounge on a other places and there were a
colorful
hammock
hung couple of nice fishing spots furbetween two ironwood trees
ther on up,” he said.
along the banks of the
The DGIF closed the Kelly’s
Rappahannock River.
Ford parking area to control the
From Manassas, Chicas, large weekend crowds who
along with wife Delia and
spend the da y playing and picdaughters Gisselle, 5, and nicking along the river.
Esperanza, spent the da
y
The “resource degradation”
Saturday with friends from
caused by the 200 to 300 people
Bealeton relaxing to the soothvisiting the river on summer
ing sounds of the river.
weekends worries WMA offiThe Chicas family shared a
cials. While many clean up after
folding table covered with food,
themselves, trash and human
napkins and plates with J ose waste pollute the woods and
and Elida Parada of Bealeton.
river bank.
The two families enjoyed the
The DGIF maintains the
cool shade while voices of c hil- Phelps Wildlife Management
dren playing in the river below
Area, the state-owned land on
rose above the roar of the rapids both sides of the river , as a
upstream.
wildlife habi“We
just
tat resource.
come here to
Permissible
have fun with
uses include
the family,” said
hunting and
Parada,
a
fishing, not
We just come
painter
and
swimming
home remodeler.
here to ha ve fun
and picnickA
popular
ing.
with the family.
weekend desti“No one
nation
for
was supposed
Jose Parada
decades, Kelly’s
to
swim
Ford
attracts
there,” said
A BIT OF HIST ORY: Kelly’s Ford was a vital Civil W ar-era paddlers, fisherMary Root, of
crossing constantly fought over by the Blue and the Gray . The men and those who just want to Remington
Community
play in the water.
Partnership and an advocate for
C.F. Phelps Wildlife Management
Area includes many
The Class I and II rapids , the river.
historically significant landmarks.
starting a mile and a half
“The DGIF had said, ‘you
upstream, provide a thrilling end know, if it’s two or three people ,
to a half-day float trip from the
we’ll turn a blind eye to it, ’” she
old U.S. 29 bridge in Remington. said. “But when you have 50 peoThe stream’s deep pools , ple in the river , entire families ,
sunken logs and shady banks
and they’re changing babies’ diaoffer an ideal home for smallpers and throwing the diapers
mouth bass, redbreast sunfish
around, it’s pretty ghastly.”
and shad.
Starting in January, visitors
But the clear, cool water and to the wildlife management
sandy bottom give swimmers
area will have to buy a $4-a-day
near perfect relief from summer permit to hang out along the
heat.
river. The DGIF ma y also
“I’ve fished there a number
impose a time limit on visits.
of times and my brother and his
On a recent Thursday afterfamily have camped there a cou- noon, Troy Dahlkey from
ple of times, too,” said John Rob Fairfax, changes into a swimsuit
of Warrenton.
and water shoes behind his car
Rob and nephew, Mark, from at the boat launch.
Kerns City, Pa., changed out of
A fly fisherman, he comes to
wet shoes Saturday afternoon at the river seeking solitude and
the Kelly’s Ford boat launch on smallmouth bass. “I don’t fish
the Culpeper County side of the with people,” he said. “I see them
river.
all week long.”
The Virginia Department of
Dahlkey wouldn’t mind payGame and Inland F isheries ing a fee to use the area.
closed the parking area across
Although, anglers with a valid
NO SWIMMING: A sign at the boat launch on the Culpeper side the river, as well as the one fur- Virginia fishing license would
of the river at Kelly’ s Ford warns users that swimming and
ther up Sumerduc k Road, forcSee RIVER, Page A19
alcoholic beverages are prohibited on the property.
ing Rob to hike upstream to his
Times-Democrat Staff Writer

We spent a day
cleaning up tha t
place and there
was some nasty,
nasty stuff.
Ray Root

squeal of giggling c hildren
echoes down the river.
Music from a Spanish-language station blares from a
radio. In the woods , about 30
feet above the river , hammocks
hang from trees. Men snooze in
the afternoon shade. A charcoal
grill promises dinner.
Watching the scene from the
midpoint of the bridge , Vicky
Whitlow, originally from North
Carolina but recently sta ying
with her daughter in Bealeton,
said, “I thought you weren’t
allowed to swim here.”
Technically, you’re not.
But then, technically you
are; more about that later.
The popularity of that little
strip
of sand on the
Rappahannock River at K elly’s
Ford, a vital Civil War-era crossing constantly fought over by
the Blue and the Gray, creates a
management nightmare for the
stewards of the C .F. Phelps
Wildlife Management Area.
On weekends when temperatures near 100, as many as 200
to 300 people , some from
Bealeton, others from Manassas
or Woodbridge, still others from
as far away as Maryland, set up
camp along the Fauquier side of
the river. (See adjacent story.)
Last year, the K elly’s Ford
parking area overflowed with
cars parked three deep in the
small gravel lot. Vehicles, even
buses, lined both sides of the
road.
More cars pac ked the boat
launch parking lot on the
Culpeper side of the river, making access to the ramp by
canoeists and kayakers difficult.
“There were c hurch groups
down there last year that were
doing baptisms,” said J oseph
Ferdinandsen, land manager for
See OVERUSE, Page A17

HEAT RELIEF: Oscar Chicas, of Manassas, and daughers,
Esperanza, 3, and Gisselle, 5, lounge in a hammock hung
between two trees Saturday in a little grove above the river .

❛❛

PACKING UP: Doug Robinson of Aylet, right, and Jason Hughes,
left, of Kilmarnock, and his son, Grayson, 12, secure their kayaks
after a two-day float trip on the Rappahannock River between
Kelly’s Ford and Mott’s Landing near Fredericksburg.

CLOSED: The Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries, which manages the C.F. Phelps Wildlife Management
Area, recently closed the Sumerduck Road parking area in an
effort to control weekend crowds.
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PLAY TIME: A
family enjoys the
sun and the water
Saturday
afternoon on a
sandbar in the
Rappahannock
River at Kelly’s
Ford.
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From Page A16
the C.F. Phelps WMA.
The popularity of K elly’s
Ford presents a c hallenge for
Virginia Department of Game
and Inland Fisheries (DGIF) in
dealing with the
“resource
degradation” from the high volume of human activity.
To control the crowds , the
managers of C.F. Phelps placed
large boulders across the
entrance to the parking areas on
Kelly’s Ford Road and at
Sumerduck Road about a mile
away.
Undaunted, visitors now
park chock-a-block at the boat
launch and stream across the
bridge in groups of five to 10,
carrying towels, chairs, coolers
and grills.
By Saturday afternoon this
past weekend, more than 80
people lined the steep banks
and sandbar.

Wide area of coverage
The DGIF manages 39
wildlife management areas in
the commonwealth, comprising
more than 200,000 acres.
C.F. Phelps WMA covers
4,539 acres, straddling the
Rappahannock River from a few
miles below Remington to just
below Sumerduck.
The DGIF also manages
three nearby WMAs: the 271acre Weston WMA in Casanova,
4,000-acre G.R. Thompson
WMA near P aris, as well as
Merrimac Farm WMA, 301
acres along Cedar Run in Prince
William County, and the
Rapidan WMA with 10,326
acres next to Shenandoah
National Park in Madison and
Greene counties.
Only five conservation police
officers patrol all five WMAs.
One or two of them often get
assigned to boat patrols on Lake
Anna during summer weekends, leaving only one or two
officers available for the fivecounty area.

❛❛
There were church
groups down there
last year that were
doing baptisms.
Joseph Ferdinandsen

Mostly, they confine themselves to c hecking anglers for
fishing licenses and coolers for
beer. WMA rules prohibit the
use and display of alcoholic beverages. And while the rules also
ban swimming, the officers turn
a blind eye to the weekend
crowds.
On a recent Thursday afternoon, Daniel Nusbaum, 18, of
Culpeper, and a couple of friends
were hanging out on a roc
k
ledge just upstream from the
sandbar at Kelly’s Ford. No coolers or beac h chairs, the young
people carried only their towels.
A conservation officer came
down to the river and asked to
speak to Nusbaum.
“He was like, ‘you have to
park somewhere else. You can’t
be here,’ because I parked at the
boating side,” Nusbaum said.
“He said the other side is for
people bringing their boat in the
river and fishing.”
According to F erdinandsen
with the DGIF, the officers often
patrol alone and a void confronting the large crowd of people on weekends.
“They say, ‘look for what it’ s
worth; there are 200 of them,
and it’s just me,’” Ferdinandsen
said. “There’s the potential for a
heavy conflict that could go
unfavorably.”
Kelly’s Ford has for many
decades been a popular hangout, a place to cool off during the
day or party at night.
Sometimes revelers lea ve
burnt beer cans in a fire ring or
an occasional tin of smokeless
tobacco. For the most part, they
like the hunters , anglers, paddlers using the area year round,
See OVERUSE, Page A18

BEAUTY: Wild flowers line the
banks of the Rappahannock
River.

A18

OVERUSE

people who made the mess, and
you could clean up after those
people. Now, it’s overwhelming.”

From Page A17

Wildlife management

clean up after themselves.
“People who took a cooler
down there threw their empties
in the cooler and carried it out,”
Ferdinandsen said. “Now, unfortunately, when you have so
many people, you have the larger resource degradation issue.”

While swimming, picnicking
and hanging out on the river
represent popular pastimes at
Phelps WMA, the activities run
counter to the area’s stated purpose, which is wildlife habitat
management.
“We’re seeing the kind of use
that we don’t want to encourage,
such as swimming and picnicking. Wildlife management areas
have specific purposes and there
are rules that govern them,”
Ferdinandsen said.
Specifically, WMA rules prohibit swimming. But the
Rappahannock is a “navigable”
river, meaning that once someone makes their way to the
water, there’s really nothing
conservation officers can do to
stop them from swimming.
The DGIF plans to address
the trash and erosion issue by
restricting access to Kelly’s
Ford.
“Basically, we’ve reduced
access by closing the two parking areas,” he said. “The boat
launch is posted as launching
and fishing only.”
Come fall, DGIF plans to
reopen the Sumerduck Road
parking lot for handicapped
hunters. The Kelly’s Ford lot will
remain closed.
Officials hope to work with a
Scout troop to replant the area
above the sandbar and “erase
the trail” in an effort to prevent
soil erosion and runoff. The
Sumerduck Road parking area
will remain closed each year
from Memorial Day to Labor
Day.
Also, starting in January
2012, visitors to the area will
have to pay $4 for a daily-use
permit. The permits will be
available at places that currently sell fishing and hunting
licenses, as well as online at the
DGIF website.
“We are stewards, and we’re
trying to do right by the land,”
Ferdinandsen said. “The legitimate uses are dropping a boat
in and taking a fishing rod out of
your back seat.”
“We don’t want people to
have to wade through the trash
to get to the river,” he said.
Email the reporter : scampbell@timespapers.com.

Hiking down from the nowclosed parking area on the
Fauquier side, the woods along
the river smell of urine and
feces. A thick layer of flies hover
over a pile covered with graduation-themed napkins, a soiled
pair of men’s blue boxer briefs
nearby.
A child’s left flip-flop and a
man’s size 13 black canvas
sneaker lie abandoned in the
dirt. Empty chip bags, soda bottles, fast-food wrappers, a diaper, a Corona bottle cap, bits of
aluminum foil, all peek out from
among the poison ivy, Virginia
creeper and trumpet vine. A
knot in a tree holds a plastic grocery bag of trash.
Mary Root, president of the
Remington
Community
Partnership, took her nieces and
nephews fishing on the river.
Walking along a path on the
Brandy Station Foundation
property adjacent to the boat
launch on the Culpeper side,
they passed piles of human
feces.
“They were pooping on the
path, and not even bothering to
bury it,” Root said.
Her husband Ray said, “We
spent a day cleaning up that
place and there was some nasty,
nasty stuff.”
Nearby landowners also
complain about the trash left on
their properties by visitors who
stray from Phelps.
“They used to cross through
the woods and travel down to
my beach,” said Jack Kueter,
who owns 52 acres between
Sumerduck Road and the river,
next to the WMA. “When they’re
done with something, that’s
where it stays.
“And you wonder why I don’t
want them on my property,” he
said.
Ray Root from Remington
said, “It was always a handful of
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Virginia maintains 39 WMAs across the state
The Virginia Department
of Game and Inland Fisheries
manages 39 wildlife management areas comprising more
than 200,000 acres in the
Commonwealth of Virginia.
Fauquier County WMAs
managed by the Sumerduck
DGIF office include:
• C.F. Phelps which

straddles the Rappahannock
River in Fauquier and
Culpeper counties. The bulk
of the WMA’s 4,539 acres lies
in Fauquier County.
• Weston WMA, sitting in
the middle of hunt county in
Casanova. The 271-acre
property features a variety
of wildlife habitat along

Turkey Run.
• G.R. Thompson WMA
in northern Fauquier
County, includes 4,000 acres
near Paris. The WMA also
runs along a short piece of
the Appalachian Trail.
Two other WMAs managed by DGIF officials in
Sumerduck include:

• Merrimac Farm WMA
in Prince William County,
adjacent to Quantico Marine
Corps base and along Cedar
Run; and,
• Rapidan WMA with
10,326 acres up against the
Shenandoah National Park
in Madison and Greene
counties.

Inspiring
Thoughts
by
Randy Minter

SURVIVING
LOSS
The funeral ceremony is
instrumental in providing
survivors with a way to deal
with death, as well as give
meaning to the life of the
deceased. Funerals and burial
ceremonies, in addition to the
visitation and socializing that
are encouraged by viewings,
provide a means for people to
come together in a fashion that
symbolizes
our
social
continuity. These rituals enable
the living to come to grips with
the finality of a loved one’s
death. Those contemplating
the value of preplanning their
funeral should bear in mind
that their families have the
most to gain from their efforts.
The customs and rituals
surrounding these ceremonies
of remembrance provide
comfort to the living.
Whether your preference is a
unique presentation, or a more
traditional commemorative
event, MOSER FUNERAL
HOME is here to honor your
wishes. Reach us whenever
you need us, 24 hours a day, 7
days a week at (540) 347-3431.
We will arrange a confidential
meeting and tour our tastefully
appointed facility at 233
Broadview Ave., Warrenton.
No detail is too large or too
small for us to handle.
“A death is not the
extinguishing of a light, but
the putting out of the lamp
because the dawn has come.”
- Tagore

1. The rate of interest is not guaranteed; rather it will depend on the performance of underlying asset. Underlying assets can be an Index or a basket of Equities or Commodities.
2. Market-Linked CD’s are principal protected if held to maturity based on the financial strenth of the issuing bank. Depositors may receive less or more than original deposit
if sold prior to maturity.
3. Market-Linked CD’s are FDIC Insured generally up to $250,000 per account registration.

OBITUARIES
Charles “Fredie” King
Photo by Steve Campbell

JAM PACKED: Cars fill the parking lot at the Kelly’ s Ford boat
landing Saturday as visitors flock to the cooling waters of the
Rappahannock River.

Simple and Complex Estates

FALLON, MYERS &
MARSHALL, LLP
110 Main Street Warrenton, VA 20186
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TIME TO PLANT!!!
Items include: Hot Lunch, Baked Goods, Bamboo,
Cheesecake, Beef, Fruits & Veggies, Salsa, Goat Cheese,
Gourds, Alpaca Products, Soaps, Bedding Plants, Eggs,
Canned Goods and so much more!

Call for info 540-253-5289 or email
ArchwoodGreenBarns@juno.com
Open Sundays 10-3
In The Plains at intersection of I-66
and Old Tavern Rd (Rt 245).
Only 8 miles West of Haymarket
on Rt. I-66, Exit 31

Charles “Fredie” King
went home to be with
the Lord Saturday June
25th.
He was surrounded by
all he loved.
Please Come celebrate
his life and share your
favorite Charlie stories.
There will be a memorial service at Asbury
Church, Nokesville, Virginia on Wednesday June 30, 2011
at 6pm.
Bring your guitars, songs, and stories.
________________________________________________

Albert Manuel Wright
“Tommy”
of Hume, Virginia
Albert Manuel Wright (Tommy), age 79, died June 25,
2011. Mr Wright was a resident of Hume, Virginia. Mr.
Wright retired from Still House Hollow Farm after 50 years
service.
He is survived by nephews Cecil and Lynn Cameron,
of Front Royal, Virginia and Bruce Cameron of Winchester,
Virginia. A brother of Presly Lee Wright, Hume, Virginia
and Mary Elizabeth Ryan, of Orlean, Virginia.
Services will be June 30, 2011 at 11 a m at the Hume
Baptist Church. Interment in the Orlean Cemetery, Orlean,
Virginia. The family will receive friends at Royston Funeral
Home, Marshall, Virginia on Wednesday evening from 6
to 8 pm.
Arrangements made by Royston Funeral Home.
___________________________________________________

To our great-great Uncle Peter Turner Leach,
born just east of the Plains, Va. about 1840 to
Thornton K. (war of 1812) and Elizabeth Turner
Leach. He enlisted in the 8th infantry, CSA, on
31 May 1861, at Salem( now Marshall ) Va.
His C.O was Capt. Robert Taylor Scott of Fauquier.
He joined Robert E. Lee on his march through
Fauquier, County in June 1863 on his way to
Gettysberg Pa. He was wounded in the arm
during Pickett's charge on 3 July 1863.
He was captured and treated for his wounds and
later incarcerated at Point Lookout, Md. He died on
an unknown date. He is buried in Section One, Site
One, Point Lookout Confederate Cemetery.
Mary Ellen Leach Hume | Harry J. Leach Jr.
Robert C. Huntt Sr. | Robert C. Huntt Sr.
906 Russell Road Alexandria Va. 22301 | 703-836-7612

Frank V. Hamby II
February 26, 1966 - June 26, 2011
Frank V. Hamby II, 45 of Marshall, VA died on June 26,
2011. He was born on February 26, 1966 in Warrenton,
VA. He was employed at Costco in Fairfax, VA for the past
ten years and prior to that he was employed at Isomet
Corporation, Springfield, VA.
Survivors include his Mom and Dad Jeanette and Frank
Hamby JR The Villages, FL, his fiancé of nine years
Elizabeth Canales, Marshall, VA and her daughters Jessica
and Vanessa Canales and her five grandchildren, and
brothers Wesley V. Hamby and his fiancé Tashia Story and
family of Culpeper, VA and David Lee Hamby and fiancé
Wanda Bayne and family, Marshall, VA.
The family will receive friends from 6-8PM Wednesday,
June 29, 2011 at Moser Funeral Home, 233 Broadview Ave.,
Warrenton, VA. Funeral Services will be held at 11AM
Thursday, June 30, 2011 at Orlean Baptist Church, 6575
John Barton Payne Rd., Marshall, VA with Rev. Randy West
officiating. Interment in Orlean Cemetery.
_____________________________________________________

Sandra
Diane Deal
September 20, 1957 - June 25, 2011
Sandra Diane Deal, 53, of Midland,
VA died June 25, 2011 surrounded by
family at George Washington University Hospital, Washington, DC. She
was born in Alexandria, VA on
September 20, 1957 to the late Grover
“Smokey” Bowling and Hallie Johnson
Bowling. In addition to her parents,
she is preceded in death by her
brother, Lonnie Bowling.
Diane was a school bus driver for Fauquier Community
Action- Head Start Program, a substitute teacher with the
Culpeper County School System and was a member of the
Cedar Run Women´s Auxiliary. Diane was an avid BINGO
player.
She is survived by her husband of over 35 years, W.
David Deal of Midland, VA, five children; Angel DealCastillo and husband Juan of Remington, Amy Deal of
Front Royal, Amanda Deal and husband Jeremy Kerns of
Bealeton, VA, Alicia Deal of Bealeton and Angela Deal of
Midland, VA, brothers: Grover Bowling and wife Barbara
of Cocoa Beach, FL, Jay Bowling and wife Dale of
Fredericksburg, VA, Roger Bowling of Midland, VA, sisters;
Patricia Hill of Shipman, VA and Barbara Bowling and
husband James Foster of Nokesville, VA, ten
grandchildren; Mychael, Destinee, Kristopher, Kristian,
Katie, David, Andrew, Haley, Nicholas and Trevor, Also
surviving are 17 nieces and nephews and many extended
family members and friends.
The family will receive friends from 6-8 PM on Wednesday, June 29, 2011 at Moser Funeral Home, where a funeral
service will be held on Thursday, June 30 at 2:00 PM. In
lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in
Diane´s name to the American Diabetes Association; 12595
Kempston Lane, Woodbridge, VA 22192. Online condolences at www.moserfuneralhome.com.
_____________________________________________________
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of Warrenton

FUN IN THE
SUN: Rebecca
Goodrich of
Bealeton
watches as her
7-month-old
daughter Alexis,
plays in the sand
on a warm
afternoon a
couple weeks
ago. Three-yearold Criston
Ramsey of
Pittsburgh plays
in the water.

Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

From our home…..to your home
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UPCOMING APPEARANCE
July 15, 2011
at the Fauquier County Fair
for the Senior Luncheon
beginning at 11a.m.

Photo by Steve
Campbell
Comprehensive Services
24 hour onsite nursing care | Short term and long term care
In-patient rehabilitation services (Physical, Occupational, Speech)
Specialized Dementia/Alzheimer’s Unit | Social Services | Recreational Programs Nutritional/Dietary
Management | Physicians/Specialists Services

for more information contact
Amanda Rosier-Baker at (540) 347-4770 or
arosierbaker@oakspringsofwarrenton.com

614 Hastings Lane, Warrenton, VA 20186
VA Licensed Nursing Home - Medicare and Medicaid Certified
MEDICARE.GOV - THE OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT SITE FOR MEDICARE
Overall Rating
HHHH
4 out of 5 stars

Health Inspections
HHH
3 out of 5 star s

Nur sing Home Staffing
HHH
3 out of 5 stars

Quality Measures
HHHHH
5 out of 5 stars

RIVER
From page A16
be exempt from the $4.
“Oh yeah, I’d pay $5 or $20,

as long as it goes to protect the
river,” he said. “I already give to
environmental causes, so paying
for access wouldn’t be a problem.”
Returning to the boat
launch to retrieve his pic kup

truck after a two-da y float trip
from Kelly’s Ford to Mott’ s
Landing near F redericksburg,
Doug Robinson, of Aylet, Va.,
understands resource conservation problem, but balks at preventing people from using a natural resource.
“It’s a public park and your
taxes should already pa y for
that,” Robinson said.
“Personally, if it w as four
bucks, I couldn’t complain about
that,” he said.
Jack Kueter, who owns 52
acres next to Phelps WMA on
the Fauquier side, said trying to
keep people from swimming in
the river during the long hot
summer is impossible.
“They work hard all day and
just want to cool off ,” Kueter
said. “I’d say put up a gate and
charge some admission.”
Sitting in a folding c hair
beneath the shade, Parada said
he and friends come to the river
to relax.
“Most of the people who
come here just come here to
have fun, and take all their
trash back home,” Parada said,
pointing to a blac k trash bag
hanging from a tree.
“It’s just a few [who lea ve
trash],” he said. “You can’t
blame one particular race or say
these kind of people can be
bad.”
Though he’s lived in
Bealeton for about six years ,
he’s only been coming to K elly’s
Ford for the past three . He’s
noticed the increase in people

❛❛
Oh yeah, I’d pay
$5 or $20, as
long as it goe s to
protect the river.
Troy Dahlkey

flocking to the swimming hole
on weekends.
“But, you know , in this
place, people from Maryland
come here. How do they know
[about it]?” Parada said.
“It’s weird, people from
Maryland,” he said.
Still, Parada said many of
his friends hope the state will
impose a fee and then perhaps
place some trash cans and
portable toilets on the property.
“I think it will be probably
be better because the money
they collect can keep this c lean
or take care of the trash,
”
Parada said.
“I don’t w ant to come to a
place where it is nasty,” he said.
Unfortunately for visitors
like Parada, the C .F. Phelps
management plans to c lose the
parking area on the F auquier
side of the K elly’s Ford bridge
permanently and “erase the
trail” this fall.
Email the reporter : scampbell@timespapers.com.
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