Customers rally in support of Warrenton restaurant

Fast-food fans flock to fried chicken chain Chick-fil-A

BY STevE CaMPRELL
Timess-Temierat Saalf Weiker

A backlash backfired Wedneaday
at the Warrenton Chick-fil-A restau-
ranl whers thousands of customers
rallied in support of the fest-Taad
chain and freedom of religion and
spaech,

Chicken sandwich fans facked 1o
the fast-fead chain for “Chick-N1-A
Appreciation Diy™ Wednesdoy,

The 1,815-2tore chain beesmae
embrailed in sontroversy alter national
media picked up on a comment somipa-
ny President and CEO Dhan Cathy
miade to the Biblical Recarder newspa-
per & July 16 company profile re-
posted by ]3-<1Ft'15t Press,

The article — “Guilty as charged,’

Cathy said of Chick-fil-A's stand an hib-

lical and family values” — talks about

Cathy's Family's biblical-hasaed
apprasch ta business, and notes that
“same have appased the eompany's sup-
port of the traditional Gamily.™

“Well, guiley as charged,” said

1
Today, we're all Baptists.

Fathar Jarmes (ould

Cathy when asked about the sompany's
position,” the article said,

He smid, “We are very much su
ortive of the family — the biblical def:
mition of the family unit, We are a fam-

ilv-owned business, a family-led busi-

mvess, appd we are mavrried Lo cur fired
wives, We give God thanks for that”

The comments launched & sterm of
pratest, Human Rights Campaign past-
e the Chick-N1-A loge on its wehsiie
with the wards, “We Didn't Tnvent
Dhserimination, We Just Suppart. [t"

The group elaims the CEQ's
remarks have hurt the companys busi-
ELisss,

“Chick-Al-A's brand sulfered partie-
ularly i the South, where the chein's
rating with consumers has dropped
from an &) to 6 44 sinee Cathy's anti-
LGET remarks,” HRC said on its webe
Elfa.

The group noted that the restau-
rant chain has a strong follewing
throughout the south, “tut the sheer
number of stores couldn’t protect; it
from the consumer backlash.”

But throughout Northern Vieginia,
conservative Christians, ss well &= free-
speach advoeates, created a backlash
against the backlash,

At the Gamesville Chick-fil-4, eos-
tomere circled the restaurant in cars
three deep awaiting a chance st the
drive-thr. Huoge erowds were reported
at stores throughout the ares.

“Today, were all Baptists,” said
Father James Gould, of St. John the
Ewvangelist Cathalie Chureh.

"Cathalies are very sensitive to free-
dam of speech and freedom of religion,
and it teak & good Baptist to wake us
all up an where fresdom of religion
stands today,” he said.

In Warrenton, sustomers jammed
the restanrant. Care civeled the park-
ing lot waiting for an open alot, whils
drive-thru eustomers overflowed anto
Brosdview Avenns.
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After the dust had settled
Thursday, Chick-0il-4
Marketing Director Stephanie
Kennedy  reported that the
restourant had 2,600 transac
r.il:I:I:lH 1Iiirl:!r.IZIZIL":Er.Ir'I_'-l'. LRI nc:r] L
1,500 an a typheal mid-weak
day, for o total of about 5,000
guests sorved.

“Bales for Wedneaday beat
out pur all time recard day by
Hﬁ Jar ﬂ.'.l!l:l.l.," T{-::l:l.m:r]_'.r !'lq:lilil..

Inside  the store on
Wednesday, patrons stood ina
line that snaked all the Wiy
bhaszk ta the restrooms before
dauhling back cn itsell

F‘r'l I1:|i.|.i1!!'|- W I.| I:I. i.'..|1 |]r] 1]
bhabies to tesns — flled the
tables, Working stifls in uni-
form shirta stood in line with
moms and dads, seniors and
singles.

'm getting a good meal
and 'm showing my support
for the free markat,” said Mike
Lillard of Warrenton, standing
in line with daughter Ensory, T,
and san, Weaton, 5.

“It's easy to protest when
vl love the food,” he aaid,

Patricia Walker waited at
the register with her twa
daunghtars, Claire, 10, Rachel,
12, and their friend Ashlsy
Lehman, 13.

O their way to gymnasties
practics, they stopped at the
reataurant for a meal and to
make a atatement.

We live in a conntry where
vou shoeuld be able to express
vour beliefs” Walker aaid.
"Peaple shoald be able to dis-
agraee, but it shouldn't be ngly,
and that's what I feel like this
has turned into.”

A palf-deseribed "senior hip-
pie,” Jane Opinski of Bealston
eaid, “I'm from the S0a I
protest anvthing [ helisve in™

“Firat of all, [ love Chick-fil-
A" she said when asked why
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Warrenton
she wvisited the store
Wednesday. “Beeand af all,

thev're a Christian organizia-
tiar, and [ give them eredit for
standing up for what they
believe.”

Mike Gomaz, 18, and Micle
Wenver, 18, on their way home
ta Arlington after eamping for
a Tew dayvs in Shenandoah
Mational Park, seemed amused
by the spectache,

Just hungry, they hadn®t
heard a ward about the appre-
ciatian  day. “We just love
Chick-N1-A," they shaated in
LS.

For Tim Whitoaey, the outery
ovier  Cathy's remarks was a
wiake-up eall Lo a new level af
intoleranes: in American soeieby,

“Praple are becaming sware
of what's st risk — basie free-
dams,” Whitney said. “When
mavars start telling businesses
thev can't apen daors in their
loeations, there's something
wrang with Amerien.”

Lillard  of Warrentan
agrecd. “Far a politician to use
this matter to try to shut down
the lree market 1= just aomaz-
g

Struggling with two large
bags of foed, Juliann Flvnn
headed 1o her ear with lunch
for her aflice in The Plains.

She'd just spent a little
mare than 250 for a platter of
chicken, another of salsd and
bwer large jugs of leed Lea.

“Ewvery  Wednesday, vur
offiee orders aut and someasne
H-1:||.=,|.=,|.'::I'.-|:-:|. that sinee Lhis was
Chick-fil-A& day ta come baere,”
she said, “Evervone's entitled
ta thelr apinion.”

The seene st Chick-fil-A
Wednesday reminded Father
Mark Moaretti of 8t Jahn's of
the end af the the mevie “TEs a
Wanderful Life™

“Evervhady came in and
sald, “We love vau, Georgs,'
cxceph I here (s We lave vou,
Chick-fil-A,™ Marettd said.
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