Federal defense cuts may hurt Fauquier firms

Millions of fed
cash in jeopardy

By STEVE CaMPHELL
Tiirses-l Wil ST WrAlar

Fauquier County-bosed defonse
contractors faee federal budget cuts in
the new year under the Budget Control
Aot, unless Congress acts before the
end of 2012,

Apcording to a report by the Center
for Security Policy (CSF), hundreds of
Virginia companies stand to lose feder-
al capntracts if 1.8, defenss dapartment
h £ euts o into effect Jan, 2, 2013,

he Budget Control Act already
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defense reductions, and a sscond round
of cuts that will go into effect Jan, 2
requires ancther 3500 billion redue-
tioT.

Called  asequestration, the cuts
threaten not just national sscarity,
according to Christine Brin, chief opee-
ating officer of CHP, but play havoe on

CHOPPING BLOCK:

amall and large businesses, as well as
the eeomomies of their communities,
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million each.

“Civilian  agencies are
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Jdores, SFMM viee president,
“Ohur biggest ustomer 15 actual-
Iy FEMA. [ have no idea how 1t
will affect us.”

“I'm quite sure it will, and it
won't be good, but 1 don't know,”
he =aid.

Many Faugquier defense con-
tractors provide unique serviees
that sannot be replicated by
othaer frms. They waltch -
tiovsly while the budgel proseass
unfold, not yet ready to panie,

“We don't think we will be
affected by 1t," said David
Daumean, preeident of OOSKA
Mews, a gpecialty publishing com-
pany n Ol Towm Warrenton,

"Wea provide quite s niche ser-
vice to one particular department
of the poverniment,” he aaid.

Dunean's  firm publishes

water sector news and intealli-
gence in five subseription-hased
weekly etnail newsletters.

The lo=s of a &51,000 con-
tract with a branch of the 1.5,
military would ating, but he's
not “losing sleep over it™ bapanss
he belisve his information ia
vital to the gevernmsant.

"They can't get what we do
clsewhers; certainly, we dan't
fee] threatened by [sequestra-
tian],” Durcan said.

Eon Harris, president of
Freestate Electronics Ine. in
Warrenton, alse doubts his com-
pany will fee] the pinch of feder-
al belt tightening.

“If ouar litkle bosiness goes
away, then there's some serions
things that will happen to the
FAMA " he aaid. ©

Freestale makes electronis
eomponents that ealibrate and
certifly the transpanders vsed by

the nation's airperts to track air-

planes.

Harris =ays Congress 1
unlikely to let sequestration
stond because of its its impact

Tirmes-Oemacrat S2all Phofo'Aandy Litzinger
Dave Jones Shenandoah Fleet Maintenance and

Managarmant is ana of dozens of Fauguier County businesses hat may fael
the pinch of tadaral dafense cuts in tha new year.
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"The guys in Cangress ara in
the businesze of handling cut
money, Thev're not in the busi-
ness  of stirring up trouble
hecause that dossn't get them
I.":I.i!l.'f.(!li:.‘ Hr'l rrirt Ni!i.l:].

“Whan push eomes ta shove,
the budget will ke continned,
ey will atill flowr, and it will
be business s wanal, for better
or woree,” he said.

Bruee Hampy, president of
Chemetrics in Calverton, alse
helieves his company’s products
are Lon important to the military
for the defense department ta
eliminaste,

Sall, the less of & $154,605
cantract with the 7.5, Mavy
winild be a painful blow to his
eompany which has about 58
milhon m sales a year,

“Onr products are supplies
that they need 1o have for aper-
ating their vessels, and we
expect that te continue, so we're
not particularly nervous about

“These euts have & strategie mili-
Ly, nbional security impact, and then

When push comes to
shove, the budget will
be continued, money
will still flow, and it will
be business as usual.
Fron Harris

there’s aleo the eimple fact of the loeal
Jjobks impact,” Brim told the Times-
Liernoenat.

"That wnesrtainty ia the biggeast
izzue, becanse it is tough on peaple nat.
knowing what s happening.

Aceording to daty compiled by O3,

Faugquier County defenze eontractors
toak in mare than $8.5 million in feder-

al dallars in 2011 for 29 defense depart-

it,” Rampy said,

Besideg, he amid, °] think the
political parties are going to
salve the problemn before too ter-
ribly long.”

Rep, Rob Wittman, R-1st,
wanls Congreas Lo ack on segques-
tration in the remaining days
befare the pre-election reeas.

T don't belisve that
Congress ehould adjourn and go
back tothe districte until
saquestration gets done, That's
how tmportant this is,” Wittman
told the Times Democmat,
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sabd, s that a lame duck
Congress takes up the matter in
a hill that puahes off the final
decision on sequestration until
the next Congress,

"While it does avoid calami-

ty,” Wittman aaid, “it dessn’t pro-

vide good public pelicy.

A sentiment echoed by
Freestate's Harris. “What a silly
way togo about the country’s
husinesze.” he said.

et contrasta.

The full amaunt of fedsral spending
i the county likaly rune maeh higher
becanse the pepart lists only prims con-
tractors, not subeontractors, secording
to Rich Benedstto of MediaBox Studies,

Warrenton-based MediaBox misssd
the listing because ita work iz aften
tucked inte projects assigned to langer
SOFA e

But Warrenton-based Shenandoah
Fleet Maintenance and Managament
(SFMMD made the list, having peceived
nearly $1 millkan in federal funds in
H1 for its aperations around the
CIITIErY.

The eompany emplovs abaut 100
wearkers i severn] stales and provides
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vehicles,

Lt vears $003 081 contract paid
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Bluegrass Army Depet in Kentucky.

SFMM alsa takes core of Federal
Emergeney Management Agency vahi-
el uncder two eonbracte worth 32.5
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